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damages
pubhc trust

: herstnctAﬂomey‘sOﬁcehasdonea
. 1. commendable job investigating Traffic
R Commmona'RlchardImﬂedge—ﬁndingthathe
.- broke the public trust even if he didn’t quite break

- the law by dismissing tickets for friends and friends
Xd ofmends&nwhﬂelhxﬂedgehasresxgned,ﬂ)emb
xsn one. :
Ammgoﬂxerthmgs,ﬂxemdmalsystemneedsmmbuﬂd
public confidence, something it can do only if it opens the
rest of the process to public scrutiny. Traffic court may be the

lowwtlevelufﬂmesysbem,hxtn’sﬂlelevelﬂlegeneralpubhcn

deals with more than any other, i traffic court is about who
\yvuknow whatdo&sﬁzatsayabmxtmehlgherreach&eof&e
courts?
Reamentsof&xﬂedgesmdlaalgenemmtymdudeda -
u'afﬁccmnt a former employee, husbands of two

employees, the husband of a district attorney’s employee and -

a judge. The District Attorney’s Office hasu't named names,

though, and hasn't made it clear how much of a role some of

memplayedmseelmgfavor
unansweredlswhyltmokaspmnedlovertomakert

public, and why someone else in the system didn’t sense that -

something was wrong in Rutledge’s Marina courtroom.
stt'ictAttomeyDeanFﬁppoconchdedthat

others,heoonldhavebemd)argedwﬂh obstruction of -
justice. Sue. Sfﬁyka' a tenacious mvestigator for the: dxstnd:
atforney, foun no such evidence. :

thpoannounoed’ihuisdayﬂmthewmﬂd -

Suykg’nsgreporis;nﬂclles&nd t%:;ten on to Steglen
sifiman, presi judge onterey County Superior .
Court, for further investigation. He also said the names

vouldn't be released becanse of the court’s investigation and 1

yecause state j dlcxalrul&srequneﬂ]atsuch details remain

onfidential “unﬁl disciplinary action is ordered by the court”

But with Rutledge already resigned, itisn't there will
neanydxsmplinmyachqn,atieastagamstthodo&sﬂnt
nean the paperwork. sina file forever?:
o s b thathxretgkntkdg‘ehe sxpervggi
.Same court system
ome of the others mentioned in the reports? : judge
those speeding ticket was dismissed by Rutledge?
Formmsreasons,somelegalandsomepohﬁm],ﬂ:e .
ystem won't be eager to air any more dirty laundry by -
waking the paperwork public. The decision-makers may cite -
ate law that aflows law enforcement investigations o remain
ivate — aflows, but not mandates. The coirt system also
light try to say, as it did Friday when asked for a copy of -
%ﬁeﬁs@aﬁmm "akpexsmmelmaﬁersare
m » .
Butﬁxatzsn’treal!ythemse,andltshmldn‘tbethemse,
pecially if meyarepersonnelmazteraﬂxaum'olve pubﬁc
nployeesand&:epubhctmst o ;
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